THE 
BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


XLIII. Wepnespay, SerTemsBer 4, 1850. No. 5. 


CASE OF UNUNITED FRACTURE OF THE TIBIA, OF TWENTY-FOUR 
YEARS’ STANDING, SUCCESSFULLY TREATED. 


BY R. W. TAMPLIN, ESQ., SURGEON TO THE ROYAL ORTHOPEDIC HOSPITAL, LONDON. 


Miss , et. 25, at the age of 14 months slipped between the bars 
of a garden-seat. ‘The only circumstance which attracted attention was 
a broad discoloration at the lower third of the leg, and a slight curva- 
ture of the bone. After a few weeks the child was noticed to walk less 
strongly, when a surgeon was called in, who consoled the parents with 
the assertion “that there was no necessity for uneasiness, as many 
children had a difference in the straightness of their legs at that age.” 
And upon the mother’s remarking that such had not been the case until 
the bruise was noticed, replied, “ that all would be well in a few months.” 
Friction and bathing were resorted to for some time, and the child is 
stated to have walked without limping until she was 3 years old. Her 
manner of walking then became irregular, and the bone was noticed to 
project, which was supposed to arise from her increased weight. An- 
other surgeon was now consulted, who discovered the fracture, and pro- 
nounced the bone to have been “ falsely united.” An endeavor was 
made to rupture the false union, but without success. Frictions and 
ointments were again used, with a view of obtaining absorption of the 
extraneous matter, and the part supported by plaster. The case ap- 
peared to be progressing satisfactorily, when the child met with another 
accident, ‘and the smaller bone of the leg is stated to have been broken. 
Splints were then applied. From 9 years of age the leg was supported 
by an instrument, and crutches were occasionally used. ‘The spine is 
stated to have been also curved at this time. Her general health be- 
a impaired, and constant suffering was occasioned by any attempt at 
walking. 

The patient was now placed under a physician, since deceased, who 
especially treated spinal cases. ‘The uniting medium is stated to have 
been broken by that gentleman, with the view of reducing the fracture, 
and forcible extension had recourse to, which brought the leg down for 
the time being, but it always returned to the malposition. is treat- 
ment was continued for two years, and then the case pronounced “ in- 
curable.” The patient was at this period 11 years old. The leg was 
placed in splints, which were continued until she was 15 ; but she was 
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unable to put the foot to the ground. Many surgeons of eminence were 
consulted, and amputation was the general advice. An instrument was 
then obtained to hold the knee and ankle stiff, with a high-heeled boot, 
and the leg supported by a case of sole leather from the knee to the 
ankle: with this she managed to get about, but not without great pain ; 
the weakness increasing in spite of the artificial support. | 

On the 17th of July, 1849, I first saw the patient, and, on examination, 
found that the leg had been fractured at the lower third obliquely up- 
wards, the upper portion of the tibia projecting pointedly forwards, and 
riding over the lower third. ‘The leg was two inches and a half shorter 
than the other. It was freely moveable. ‘The knee, from the constant 
irregular strain upon the ligaments, yielded outwardly, and the patient 
could not put the leg to the ground, even with the assistance of the sup- 
port, without suffering severe pain both at the point of fracture and in the 
knee-joint. Her general health had suffered more or less, and her exist- 
ence Is stated to have been a burden to her. 

From the history of the case—the fact that it had existed from child- 
hood, that all attempts had failed, that amputation was the general ad- 
vice—] gave a doubtful opinion, but determined to make an attempt to 
obtain a union without operation. Three indications occurred to me: 
first, to bring the bones in apposition ; the second, to obtain absorption 
of the false uniting medium; the third, to endeavor to obtain union, 
either by the deposition of bony matter, which I thought might possibly 
be thrown out from the irritation which must necessarily be set up, or by 
a contraction of the portion of the false union which immediately sur- 
rounded the fracture. With these views I ordered an instrument to be 
so made that the thigh could be firmly grasped above the condyles of the 
femur, the foot below having a screw by means of which the distance 
between the knee and foot could be gradually increased. This instru- 
ment was applied on the 31st July, 1849, and the leg kept horizontal, 
in the extended position. Gradual extension was now commenced, and 
continued for four days. So much pain was occasioned in the gastroc- 
nemius, that I found it necessary to divide the tendo-Achillis, which 
was done in the usual manner by puncture from within outwards. The 
instrument was omitted for eight days, and then re-applied, and exten- 
sion again used. From this time the leg became gradually and easily. 
elongated ; and during the extension a steady-continued pressure was 
kept up on the tibia above the point of fracture, and counter pressure at 
the back of the leg, just above the ankle-joint. This treatment was 
persevered in uremittingly until the 9th of January, 1850, without inter- 
ruption to the health—there was, however, at times, severe pain, which 
was allayed by opiates—when, upon examination, the les was found to 
be of equal Jength with its fellow, and the bone retained its position 
unassisted.. Ithen applied the common splints, and ordered an instru- 
ment, with a boot attached, to support the weakened knee-joint, which | 
had resumed its proper relative position during the treatment, and also 
having a pad to support the tibia, in case the union was imperfect. 

On the 26th of February the patient could raise the leg in the bori- 
zontal position without the slightest pain, and without a sign of motion 
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at the point of fracture. I then applied the new support, which was 
worn, without any attempt to put the foot to the ground, until the 8th of 
March. She was able to stand on the 3d April, and then, at the request: 
of Mr. Travers, and afterwards in the presence of Mr. Lawrence, both of 
whom kindly visited the patient, she walked, without pain, and without a 
sign of motion at the point of fracture. Since that time she has continued 
to use the leg freely, with slight intermissions from indisposition. Can 
walk up and down stairs. Her general health has improved, and I have 
every reason to believe that a perfect cure has been effected.—London 
Medical Gazette. 


TRIAL FOR INFANTICIDE—ABANDONMENT OF THE CHARGE OF 
MURDER. 


Hannan Mircuexy was tried before the High Court of Justiciary, 
Ath January, 1850, on a charge of child-murder and of concealment of 
pregnancy, under the act 49 Geo. [Il]., cap. 14. 

The following are the facts of the case as given in evidence :— 

The prisoner and two fellow servants, R. and H., who were in the 
service of the Rev. Mr. E., all slept together in one bed on the night 
of Monday, the 20th August, 1849. Their bed-room was near the 
kitchen, a stair-case only intervening. The prisoner rose about 4 o’clock 
on Tuesday morning to prepare for a washing. The other two servants 
remained in bed. She returned shortly afterwards, after having lighted 
the kitchen and boiler fires, and wakened the two other servants. At 
this time she said she was not well, and then went out again. R. fol- 
lowed her in about ten minutes, and after searching for her in the 
kitchen, and not finding her there, went out to look for her in a gig-house 
at the back of the manse, where the washing tubs were kept. When 
about half way to the gig-house, she heard the cries of a child coming 
from it. On this she stopped and called twice to the prisoner, “ Are 
you there, Hannah?” The prisoner told her to go to the kitchen and 
put coals on the fire. On this she came back and told the other servant 
what had passed, and asked her to go to the gig-house. H. then went, 
and met the prisoner coming out of the gig-house with a tub in each 
hand. She helped her into the house with them. There were marks of 
blood on one of the tubs. 

They all three then breakfasted together, and after breakfast the two 
servants, having had their suspicions raised, went out to search in the 
gig-house while the prisoner commenced washing. They saw at this 
time marks of blood on the gig-house floor, and found some bloody 
cloths, but nothing else. This was about five o’clock in the morning. 
They then searched the bed-room, where they found marks of blood on 
the carpet, with ashes spread over them, and in the prisoner’s chest they 
found what afterwards proved to be the afterbirth of a child. During 
all this time the prisoner continued washing, and did not go to bed until 
about 8 o’clock. | 

Mr. E. having by this time been informed of what had happened, a 
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midwife was sent for, and a second search was then made in the gig-. 
house, when the body of a child was found, dead, naked and dirty, lying 
on its face behind a box at the back of the gig, with a little hay spread 
over it. It was taken up and put into the box. The gig-house was 
then locked up until the medical men came, when the body of the child 
was put into their hands for examination in the same state in which it 
had been found. 

The floor of the gig-house was partly paved and partly causewayed. 
The washing-tubs were kept on the south side, between the gig and the 
wall. The greatest quantity of blood was in the angle behind the door 
on the same side; and there were drops of blood leading from this spot 
to the box at the back of the gig. 

The following was the medical evidence in the case :— 

William Steel, surgeon in Forfar.—Called with Dr. Smith, accompa- 
nied by the sheriff and procurator-fiscal, and made an examination of the 
body of a child found in the gig-house. We also examined prisoner’s 
person. Made two reports, which he proved and read to the Court. 

[The following is the report as to the body of the child. We omit 
the report as to the prisoner’s person, which is unimportant, as she ac- 
knowledged having been delivered of the child.] 


Forfar, 2ist August, 1S49. 

“ We this day accompanied the sheriff and procurator-fiscal to the 
manse of , for the purpose of examining the body of a new- 
born infant, found in the gig-house there. 

“ On our arrival, the body was presented to us lying on a wooden log, 
and wrapped in an apron which was much saturated with blood. It 
was a full-grown and well-proportioned male child, weighing rather more 
than six pounds, and measuring from the vertex to the heel twenty 
inches. Life appeared to be extinct only a few hours. The umbilical 
cord had been torn off close to the abdomen. ‘There was a considera- 
ble quantity of meconium about the nates, and blood flowed freely from 
the mouth and nostrils on the slightest motion of the body. The skin 
was coated with the sebaceous matter peculiar to new-born infants. 
The body having been washed, the skin appeared pale and blanched ; 
and the following marks of violence presented themselves :—The lower 
jaw-bone was fractured about an inch from its articulation with the up- 
per jaw on the left side, and on laying open the mouth we ascertained 
that the soft parts about the root of the tongue, and the back part of the 
throat on the left side, were much lacerated, apparently by the fractured 
extremities of the bone, with extensive extravasation of blood into the 
cellular tissue; and there was a patch of ecchymosis near the tip of the 
tongue. Its whole structure was much swelled ; and on cutting into it 
several clots of coagulated blood were observed. 

“The whole of the left cheek, left side of the forehead, left ear, nose, 
lower lip, and right eyebrow, were swelled and discolored ; on cutting 
into these parts, all of them presented extravasated blood in the cellular 
membrane ; two contusions, with abrasion of the cuticle about an inch 
long, and half an inch broad on the left side of the neck, a little behind 
the ear, and a similar one about half an inch in diameter under the right 
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- ear; extravasated blood was also found under these ; a very severe con- 
tusion on the lower and back part of the head. 

“The chest presented considerable convexity anteriorly, and on being 
opened, the lungs were observed of a light-red color on the surface, and 
also in their internal structure, and felt spongy and crepitant beneath 
the fingers. They in a great measure filled the cavity of the chest, their 
lower lobes nearly covering the pericardium. We tied the bloodvessels, 
and removed the lungs with the heart and thymus gland attached ; the 
whole floated when put in water. The lungs, when separated from the 
other organs, weighed fully an ounce and a half, and on being put in 
water showed great buoyancy—a considerable portion floated above the 
surface of the water—and when cut into numerous pieces, each piece 
floated after strong compression ; and when pressed under water, bubbles 
of air were distinctly noticed rising to the surface. The heart and lungs 
contained very little blood. ‘The foramen ovale was open, and the duc- 
tus-arteriosus pervious, but collapsed and empty. 

‘On dissecting back the scalp, between it and the skull, a layer of 
coagulated blood, about two inches in diameter, and nearly a quarter of 
an inch thick, was found on the lower and back part of the head, under 
the contusion before mentioned ; there was no tumefaction nor discolora- 
tion on the crown of the head, such as is usually observed when the la- 
bor has been severe and long protracted. The structure of the brain 
and its membranes was natural and healthy. None of the hones of the 
skull were fractured. All the viscera of the abdomen were healthy. . The 
stomach contained a small quantity of glairy mucus. The urinary blad- 
der was empty, and the ductus venosus was pervious, but collapsed and 
empty. 

We are of opinion that this infant had been born alive, and had 
breathed for a short time after birth ; that the injuries on the head, neck 
and face, and lower jaw-bone, had been produced by some blunt sub- 
stance—that the tongue had been injured by thrusting the fingers or 
some other substance into the mouth ; and that death had been caused 
by the number and severity of these injuries, and the loss of blood aris- 
ing from them, and from the umbilicus. All which we certify on soul 
and conscience. (Signed) Aurx. Suita, M.D. 

Wituiam Sree, Surg.” 


Cross-ecamined for Prisoner.—Inferred that the infant had breathed 
from the appearance of the lungs. It had breathed, and therefore had 
been born alive. Child can breathe without being wholly expelled from 
the mother. If it breathes without being expelled, the appearances would 
to a considerable extent be the same, but not developed to the same 
extent. It is possible that a child not fully Fuge might cry. Has 
heard a child cry, though not fully expelled. The child has breathed if 
itcries. If the child had cried and breathed before full expulsion, the 
appearances would not be so much developed as if it had breathed for 
some time. The state of the lungs was the main reason for holding 
that the child had been born alive, i. e., wholly expelled. Knows Tay- 
lor’s book on Medical Jurisprudence, and that his opinion is that respira- 
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tion is not proof of child being born alive, but that it has breathed. — 
Thinks that it may have been incautious to state in the report that the 
child had been born alive. Must confess that it would have been better 
to have made the report with some qualification, and put it as to child 
having breathed. 

All the injuries were on the head and neck. It is possible that a fe- 
male in the extremity of labor might make forcible attempts to deliver 
herself. Natural presentation of child is by head, and hence marks of 
such attempts would be found about head and neck. ‘That is where he 
would expect to find them. Medical men must sometimes use great 
force. Injury may be caused by inexperienced hands. Can’t say that 
more injury may result from attempts at delivery by the mother. Has 
himself been obliged, in delivering women, to use all his force. It is 
difficult to account for the fracture of jaw-bone by any ordinary attempts 
of mother to deliver herself. Does not think that a probable cause. It 
is possible, but not very probable, that it may have been from a fall. 
A fall on the causeway was more likely to have caused it, or a fall on 
the edge of a tub from a considerable height. It might possibly oc- 
cur from a fall from the arms on a similar projecting substance. 

Has read of bones being fractured by natural expulsive action of womb. 
Thinks that the labor in this case was rapid, and might have been se- 
vere. ‘ Could the injury on the back of the head have been caused by 
a fall?” “The quantity of extravasated blood there was very great, 
and that renders it less likely that it should be from a fall, but it is pos- 
sible that this injury, too, might have been from a fall.” Were the inju- 
ries on the tongue likely to have been caused by the mother in aiding 
delivery?” “Yes, if she used very great violence. The ecchymosed 
marks might more readily be accounted for by efforts of mother.” 

All these marks could not have been occasioned after death. Ex- 
travasation of blood might be caused within a few hours after death—the 
blood is thinner and the tissues more readily infiltrated. Severe blows 
or falls might cause extravasation. Does not think the injury on tongue 
could have been produced after death. It is the only one that is not 
likely to be inflicted after death. Appearances of injuries inflicted dur- 
ing labor would be the same as of those inflicted after birth. They 
have the same character. Women often miscalculate their time. Con- 
siderable exertion may bring on labor pains prematurely. 

Re-examined.—Does not think that the delivery was protracted, from 
the absence of appearances which occur in such cases. When he spoke 
of the possibility of injuries from falls, meant at least as high as from pri- 
soner’s arms. Does not think all could have arisen from one fall. It is not 
very probable, but it is a possibility, that the injury on back of head, 
and layer of blood, as mentioned in the report, might be caused by a 
fall from a height of some feet. Thinks child had not fully breathed, 
1. e., as much as if it had lived for some days. The appearances in the 
lungs were such as he should expect in a child which had been born 
alive, and had soon after ceased to live. The lungs were such as if 
the child had lived a few minutes. Sound of the cry of a child, in tho 
act of birth, is not so vigorous as the cry of full-born child. | 
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By the Court.—Perhaps the passage in the report as to the child 
having been born alive, should be that our opinion was that it had 
breathed, but that it was impossible for us to state whether or not the 
whole body had been expelled previous to its having breathed. It is 
impossible to say if it had breathed after the whole body was expelled. 
Impossible to say whether respiration had taken place during birth, and 
ceased before expulsion, or whether it had breathed after it was born. 
Certainly it had breathed. In report did not mean to say that it had 
lived some time after birth. Impossible to be confident on that point. 
Impossible to say whether child had been fully expelled or not when res- 
piration ceased. Would now word the report thus :—We are of opi- 
nion that child had breathed, but it is impossible to say that it had 
breathed after it was born. 

Alex. Smith, M.D.—Swore to the reports. 

By Court.—Cannot say that the facts enabled him to say that the 
child had breathed after it had been fully born, only that it had breathed, 
but whether after being fully born cannot say. The sentence, on this 
point, in the report, is too strong and would require to be modified. The 
child had breathed, but witness cannot say whether it was wholly born 
when it breathed, or whether it continued to breathe after it was wholly 
born. Cannot say that the child was born alive, i. e., wholly out of 
the mother’s body alive. Has seen children breathe as soon as head 
was expelled. Some persons think a child can breathe even before ex- 
pulsion. Breathing might have ceased after head was born, and before 
more of the body was expelled. 

On hearing the above evidence, the Crown Counsel gave up the 
charge of murder. A plea of concealment of pregnancy was then offer- 
ed, a verdict returned in terms of this plea, and the prisoner sentenced 


to six months’ imprisonment.— Edinburgh Monthly Jour. Med. Science. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIA. 
TION OF MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF AMERICAN 
INSTITUTIONS FOR THE INSANE. 


Tue Association of Medical Superintendents of American Institutions 
for the Insane, convened at the Tremont House in the city of Boston, 
on the 18th day of June, 1850, at 10 o’clock, A. M.; the President, 
Dr. William M. Awl, in the chair, and Dr Kirkbride, Secretary. 
Present, Drs. James Bates, of the Maine Insane Hospital, Augusta ; 
Andrew McFarland, New Hampshire State Asylum, Concord; William 
H. Rockwell, Vermont Asylum for the Insane, Brattleboro’, Vt. ; Luther 
V. Bell, McLean Asylum for the Insane, Somerville, Mass.; C. H. 
Stedman, Boston Lunatic Hospital ; Edward Jarvis, Dorchester ( Mass.) 
Private Asylum ; George Chandler, Mass. State Lunatic Hospital, Wor- 
cester ; N. Cutter, Pepperell (Mass.) Private Institution; Isaac Ray, 
Butler Hospital for the baw rovidence, R. J.; John S. Butler, Con- 
necticut Retreat for the Insane, Hartford; N. D. Benedict, New York 
State Lunatic Asylum, Utica; C. H. Nichols, Bloomingdale Asylum 
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for the Insane, N. Y.; M. A. Ranney, New York City Lunatic Asy- 
lum, Blackwell’s Island ; Henry W. Buel, Sandford Hall (Private Insti-. 
tution), Flushing, N. Y.; H. A. Buttolph, New Jersey State Lunatic 
Asylum, Trenton ; Thomas S. Kirkbride, Pennsylvania Hospital for the 
Insane, Philadelphia ; J. H. Worthington, Friends Asylum for the In- 
sane, Frankford, Pa. ; William S. Haines, Philadelphia Lunatic Hospital, 
Blockley ; John Fonerden, Maryland Hospital for the Insane, Baltimore ; 
John M. Galt, Eastern Asylum of Virginia, Williamsburg ; William M. 
Awl, Ohio Lunatic Asylum, Columbus ; S. Hanbury Smith, Ohio Luna- 
tic Asylum, Columbus; R. J. Patterson, Indiana Hospital for the In- 
sane, Indianapolis ; J. M. Higgins, Illinois Hospital for the Insane, 
Jacksonville ; Edward Mead, Chicago Private Retreat for the Insane, 

Illinois). 

The aE of the last meeting having been read, the President an- 
nounced, in a feeling and appropriate address, the death of three mem- 
bers of the Association since its last meeting ; Dr. Samuel B. Woodward, 
the first president of the Association, and formerly Superintendent of the 
Massachusetts State Lunatic Hospital ; Dr. Amariah Brigham, Superin- 
tendent of the New York State Lunatic Asylum, and Vice President of 
the Association—and Dr. McNairy, Superintendent of the Tennessee 
Hospital for the Insane. 

The Secretary reported that, as instructed by the Association, he had 
invited the boards of trustees or managers of all the institutions for the 
insane in the United States and British Provinces to attend its meetings, 
and had received letters in reply from the Boards of Managers of the 
Maine Insane Hospital, Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston Lunatic 
Hospital, Friends Asylum, Pa., Maryland Hospital and Eastern Asylum 
of Virginia. On motion of Dr. Bates, it was 

Resolved, That each member of the Association be authorized to in- 
vite such gentlemen to attend its sessions, as he may deem proper. 

Dr. Bell stated that in consequence of a full and well-written notice 
of the life and professional labors of our Jate associate, Dr. James Mac- 
donald, of New York, having appeared in the American Journal of In- 
sanity, he would suggest the adoption of that notice, instead of pre- 
paring orn especially for the use of the Association, which was 
approved. 

j e President stated that in obedience to the instructions of the As- 
sociation, he had, soon after the last meeting, selected a subject for a re- 
port for each member, to all of whom due notice had been given, and 
re most of whom he had received answers accepting the duties assign- 

them. 

An invitation from the Board of Trustees of the Boston Lunatic 
Hospital, to visit that institution to-morrow at 44 o’clock, P. M., was 
read and accepted. : 

On motion of Dr. Bell, it was 

Resolved, That in order to enable the members of the Association, 
while performing the regular business that may come before the meeting, 
so to arrange their sessions as most satisfactorily to apportion their time, 
and be able to enjoy the hospitality that may be extended to them—a 
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business committee be appointed, who shall at the commencement of 
each morning session report the papers to be read, and other matters 
to be attended to during the day. Drs. Bell, Bates and Kirkbride, were 
appointed the committee. 

On motion of Dr. Rockwell, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare names 
to fill any vacancies that may exist in the offices of the Association. 
Drs. Rockwell, Benedict and Kirkbride were appointed the committee. 

Dr. Rockwell, from the committee to fill vacancies in the offices of 
the Association, nominated Luther V. Bell, as Vice President, in place 
of Dr. A. Brigham (deceased), which nomination was confirmed, and 
Dr. Bell duly elected Vice President of the Association. 

An invitation from Drs. Cutter and Howe to visit their institution at 
Pepperell, Mass., was read, accepted, and referred to the business 
committee. 

Dr. Stedman tendered to the members of the Association, in behalf 
of the Boston Society for Medical Improvement, an invitation to visit 
their cabinet, also one to visit the Museum of the Medical College of 
Harvard University, which were accepted. 

Dr. Jarvis tendered invitations to the members, in behalf of the Bos- 
ton Museum of Natural History, the Boston Atheneum and the Perkins 
Institution for the Blind, to visit these institutions, which were accepted. 

Dr. Rockwell read a paper on the diet and dietetic regulations for 
the insane ; which after discussion by the members generally was laid 
upon the table. 

A letter was received and read from the Librarian of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society, inviting the members of the Association to visit 
the Society’s rooms during their stay in Boston, which was accepted. 

Drs. Beck and Wing took seats with the Association as members of 
the Board of Managers of the New York State Lunatic Asylum. 

Dr. Galt read a paper on the organization of hospitals for the insane, 
and Dr. Higgins on the subject of resident superintendents of hospitals 
for the insane. ‘Then adjourned to 4, P. M. 

Afternoon Session.—The Association met agreeably to adjournment. 

The papers read by Drs. Galt and Higgins were called up for conside- 
ration, and the whole subject was fully discussed by the members gene- 
rally, after which the reports were laid upon the table. 

Dr. Bates read a report from the standing committee on the medi- 
cal treatment of insanity, which after discussion was laid upon the table. 

An invitation from the Librarian of the Boston Atheneum, for the 
members to visit the rooms during their stay in the city, was read and 
accepted. On motion of Dr. Bates, adjourned to 9, A. M., to-morrow. 

Second Day—Morning Session.—The Association met agreeably to 
adjournment. ‘The minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read and 
adopted. 

Dr. John R. Allen, of the Kentucky Lunatic Asylum; Dr. John 
Waddell, of the Provincial Lunatic Asylum, at St. Johns, New Bruns- 
wick ; and Dr. James Douglass, of the Quebec (Canada) Lunatic. Asy- 
lum, appeared and took their seats as members of the Association. 
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Charles Edward Cook, and Otis Clapp, Esqs., also took seats with 
the Association as members of the Board of Trustees of the Boston 
Lunatic Hospital. Dr. Kirkbride from the committee on business made 
a partial report, as required by the resolution of yesterday. 

Dr. Ray read a report from the standing committee on the medical 
jurisprudence of insanity, containing a project for a law regulating the 
legal relations of the insane, and which had been examined by, and re- 
ceived the sanction of, high judicial and legal authority ; after the read- 
ing of the paper, on motion of Dr. Kirkbride, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on business be instructed to have pro- 
vided forthwith, for the use of the members, one hundred copies of the 
foregoing project of a law, and that the same be made the order of the 
day for the first session of the Association to-morrow morning. 

Dr. Bell from the committee on business made a full report on the 
objects to be attended to by the Association during the day. 

Dr. Bell read a paper on the use of narcotics in the treatment of in- 
sanity ; after a full discussion of the subject by nearly all the members, 
the paper was laid upon the table. 

Dr. Fonerden read a paper on the modification of the brain by habits, 
which, after discussion, was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Dr. Kirkbride, adjourned to meet at the Boston Lunatic 
Hospital, at 43 o’clock, P. M. 

Afternoon Session —The Association, after assembling, proceeded, 
under the guidance of Dr. Stedman and the Board of Trustees, to visit 
the Lunatic Hospital and other public institutions at South Boston. 

After coming to order for business, Dr. Ranney read a paper on In- 
sanity, as it occurs among the pauper emigrants at the Lunatic Asylum 
on Blackwell’s Island, near New York. After discussion, the paper was 
laid on the table. ie 

A letter was read from Dr. Fremont, informing the Association that a 
paper, prepared by him, in reference to the past and present condition of 
the Insane in Canada East, would be presented to and read before the 
Association by his colleague, Dr. Douglass. 

On motion of Dr. Galt, adjourned to meet at the Tremont House, at 
9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

[To be concluded next week.]} 


LETTERS FRQM BELGIUM AND HOLLAND. 


FROM THE EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THIS JOURNAL. 


Arter leaving Antwerp—a city of ditches, dykes, boats, ships, dogs, 
pedlars, shops, and oddities strange enough to those accustomed to the 
every-day sage proprieties of a New England town—Breda, a fortified 
position, immensely strong, located almost in a bog, was the first stop- 
ping place. A monstrous heavy kind of waggon, drawn by three horses 
abreast, governed by drum-cords for reins, and harnessed in rope traces, 
conveyed us along a charming highway, bordered on both sides with 
beautiful, tall, shady beach trees, of fine growth. Some of the way the 
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rows of trees were double—making it as cool and delightful in a hot 
day as could be desired. No stones are to be seen in the fields, and yet 
the road for full 25 miles was paved all the way with square blocks, like 
those in Washington street, Boston. It is one of the national customs, 
both in Belgium and Holland, to plant the roads with trees—securing 
comfort to the traveller, protection from the sun’s rays to animals, while 
excellent timber is raised in abundance for the construction of bridges, 
and for all public necessities. Between the city of Brussels and 
Waterloo, is one continuous magnificent forest, of lofty beeches, the 
shafts free of all limbs 40, 50, 60 and 80 feet. Nuts are raised 
in profusion for feeding swine. Poor peasant women are seen in the 
distance, from the road, among the trees, with barrows, picking up and 
gleaning the ground of every falling stick, the whole way. For miles 
in succession, the tops of these magnificent trees meet over the track, 
at an elevation of perhaps 90 to 100 feet, in the form of a gothic 
arch, completely intercepting the sun’s rays. It is not unlike passing 
through some of the large cathedrals, which are found strewn in pro- 
fusion all over this theatre of former human activity and present moral 
deterioration. 

A new, splendid, and truly noble hospital, in its external dimensions, 
is nearly completed at Antwerp. Permission could not be obtained to 
inspect the interior without leave of government. A_ soldier guards 
everything in this country, from the gate of the palace to the path that 
leads to a hovel. 

Belgium, like Holland, is famous for bells—especially chimes. The 
constant tnkling and ding-donging of old, obsolete Dutch tunes, every 
quarter of an hour, on first one steeple and then another, fills up all the 
interstices of time, in which there might be a period for repose. Bells 
of different sizes, suspended in rows, outside the belfry, struck by pon- 
derous iron hainmers, with long handles, make frequent demands upon a 
stranger's attention, on walking along the margins of the canals. 

An early familiarity with the literary and scientific reputation of Ley- 
den, where there is a population of 36,000, and a medical school, was an 
inducement to visit the place. ‘The edifice of the University, in which 
lectures in all departments but medicine, are given, is quite small, the 
apartinents being inferior in capacity, and inconvenient. Most of the par- 
titions are of wood. Beams are in sight over head ; and in the hall in 
which degrees are conferred, the desk is an ugly, rude, miserable sort of 
box, and, from a hasty examination, the impression is that not over two 
hundred persons could be packed in the room. One of the cham- 
bers contains the portraits of all the professors of the institution, from 
its beginning—a mighty collection of full-fed cheeks, big horse-hair wigs, 
and black gowns, covering the walls on all sides. Boerhaave, the most 
distinguished of them all, was there, and is represented as a small man, 
with a rather anxious expression. Just opposite, on the other side of a 
canal filled with stagnant water, is the medical college, that possesses a 
splendid anatomical cabinet. It is particularly rich in osteological spe- 
cimens. The effects of the venereal disease on the bones of the skull, 
as here shown, shock those of the firmest nerve. Intermingled with this 
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cabinet, are many excellent preparations, illustrative of the organization 
of the lower animals. Instead of the thousands of students, who once 
crowded the town, the number now averages about 70. The lecture 
rooms are quite small, but neat and orderly. All the academical stu- 
dents, of late rarely exceeding a few hundreds, are now away— it being 
the three-months summer vacation. 

Amsterdam is indeed an uncommon city—and strong on account of 
its protection by water instead of fortifications. An enemy may always 
be drowned before he gets into the centre of the corporation ; and 
when considering the fact that the citizens are incessantly fighting 
against the ocean to keep it off, the thought urges a question upon the 
mind, why don’t they quit it, and take a residence free from apprehen- 
sion? All Holland is a curiosity too generally overlooked and neglected 
by American travellers. Paris is the Elysium to which armies of 
strangers rush in pursuit of pleasure, and from thence to Italy, without 
seeming to care for the curiosities of nature and art abounding in the 
north. Were it not fora vigilance that admits of no repose, Amster- 
dam, and indeed all Holland, with cities of exceeding wealth and po- 
litical influence would be swallowed up by the sea. Officers are placed 
at sluiceways, between Amsterdam and Haarlem, who watch, day and 
night, to let the accumulating water out on the recession of the tide, 
from the net-work of canals and ditches, which is prevented from re- 
turning by closing the gates. Three miles from the town of Arnheim, 
the Rhine divides, and is kept from sending more than one third of its 
water into a particular section of the Dutch territories. A special 
treaty with Prussia exists with reference to this important point, men 
always being stationed at the bifurcation, that the country may not be 
inundated. By these never-ending labors, the streets, the public roads, 
and even the cultivated fields, are kept above water. ‘Twice in twenty- 
four hours, old Neptune rushes on with roaring force, batters the em- 
bankments awhile, and then retires ; but after taking breath twelve hours, 
he invariably renews the assault, with unabated energy, as though de- 
termined to dislodge an enemy who has forcibly seized upon a corner of 
his dominions. 

Physicians are quite too numerous for the population, over the whole 
of the Netherlands, as everywhere else. With all the marshes of fresh 
water, stagnant pools, sluggish canals laden with the daily accumula- 
tions of filth from the washings of the whole country, the general state 
of public health actually appears as satisfactory as in any section of the 
Continent. Add to all this, the universal habit of smoking, practised by 
all classes in every condition of life, from early dawn to midnight, and it 
will perplex the anti-tobacco associations, as well as the advocates for a 
more efficient law for sewerage in large inland towns, to ascertain why 
the cities of Holland are not depopulated. Numerous as are the profes- 
sors of the healing art, a few only of the multitude arrive at distinction. 
In Amsterdam there are three hospitals, mostly controlled by a clique of 
fortune’s favorites. St. Peters is an old, but roomy, convenient, excel- 
lent establishment, calculated to accommodate six hundred patients, 
though there are rarely more than three hundred. Next, the military 
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and venereal huspitals, inferior in dimensions, but usually stocked with 
patients. Of the character of the medical school, nothing very satis- 
factory was obtained. With a good collection, an able board of profes- 
sors, and the sustaining power of government, its sphere of influence is 
small. Dr. Tilanus, a distinguished and successful surgeon, and Dr. 
Vrolick, in the chair of anatomy, equal to the best teachers of the age, 
cannot draw students, as their predecessors did, from England and Scot- 
land, and even America. ‘The civil, or rather municipal, permission here 
to practise vices that are punished with severity in some christian coun- 
tries, because their forefathers found it easier to collect a revenue from 
that source, than to build prisons, is an anomaly indeed. 

The Hague.—This is a small inland city, the capital of Holland, 
distinguished for being a dead level, excavated of course ; also for ca- 
nals, palaces, parks, a parliament house—the official residence of minis- 
ters of state, the royal family and foreign ambassadors—for bronze sta- 
tues, splendid libraries, and a rich museum illustrative of the economic 
arts in China and Japan. With the latter country the Dutch have had 
an almost exclusive intercourse for two centuries. Here, too, are all the 
generally supposed destroyers of health, viz., open sewers, receiving the 
outpourings from houses; still water, covered by a green scum, in broad 
canals between every two streets; and vegetable decomposition every- 
where in those reservoirs of offensive matter. Yet it would be ridiculous 
to pretend that the public health is jeopardized. Children are robust, 
the citizens well developed, as free from ordinary maladies as those in 
localities supposed to be more favorable to health, and the numbers of 
aged people met with on the sidewalks, in the markets, shops, churches, 
&c., indicate a corresponding longevity. 

A chapter might be devoted to the giant organ of Haarlem, which 
cost us five dollars to hear played, were not other subjects waiting for 
notice. Suffice it to say, that it is a magnificent instrument, with some 
8000 pipes—one of them being 32 feet long. It is inferior to one in 
the cathedral of York, but it has a reputation, and consequently it must 
be heard at any price. When strangers enough have accumulated at the 
hotel, near by, to make the visit economical to each, by raising the sum 
demanded, they all march to the church at precisely 7 o’clock, P.M., to 
listen to the powerful tones of this ancient organ. A piece called the 
storm, in which rain and thunder are successfully imitated, till the staunch 
wails of the old gothic edifice tremble, is the last and best of the exhibi- 
tion. Just in front of the cathedral is a statue of Lawrence Carter, a 
sebeiee claimed by the Haarlemites to be the discoverer of printing. 

y-and-by we shall refer to another person, in another city, who is also 
claimed as the fortunate inventor of types. Six miles from Amsterdam 
is the inland lake of Haarlem, 21 miles long by 11 in width, which 
three hundred years ago was found to be perceptibly increasing by 
shooting its waters further and further, and covering up the land, threat- 
ening the first commercial port of the realm with destruction, by flowing 
in upon its back. Various schemes, at that remote epoch, were devised 
by able counsellors, to stay the threatening danger. Three Dutch engi- 
neers, of acknowledged ability, proposed draining off the water, first 
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raising it by windmills. They are entitled to remembrance, froin having 
suggested the very plan adopted in 1849 for averting an impending ca- 
lamity. Seven years since, delay being no longer safe, a canal was dug 
round the whole circumference of the lake, averaging 200 feet in width 
by 10 deep, in which a numerous fleet of large sloops and boats, of all 
imaginable shapes, are sailing. Three monster steam engines are 
housed on the sides of the lake, some six or eight miles apart, each mov- 
ing eight monstrous iron pumps. All the pistons are raised at once, at 
every revolution of the machinery, raising 15000 gallons of water, which 
is emptied into the canal, whence it is hastened on by a fourth engine 
faster than it would otherwise move, to the Zyder Zee, and thus it reaches 
the sea, 15 miles distant. In April, 1849, the twelve pumps, worked 
by three of the mightiest steam engines, perhaps, ever constructed, were 
set in motion ; and up to this date, July 20th, 1850, have lowered the 
contents of the lake seven feet. By next April, it is anticipated that 
the bottom will be fairly exposed, and all the water conveyed away 
from the ancient basin. All this is executed at the expense of govern- 
ment ; but the Rhineland company, having in charge the whole drain- 
age of the country, will have the redeemed territory under its immediate 
charge, lay it out in lots, erect small engines to discharge the sewers over 
the embankments into the canal, and conduct the business appertaining to 
its subsequent management. After viewing attentively this extraordi- 
nary undertaking, this achievement of art over nature, as well as other 
stupendous labors by human hands in other places which have been 
visited from motives which induced the writer to wend his way to the 
lake of Haarlem, he is convinced that this is decidedly one of the most 
marvellous triumphs of intellect in the whole range of civil engineering. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 4, 1850 


The Abuses of Bathing.—A popular opinion prevails with many who 
are considered enlightened and intelligent, that bathing the whole body, 
from one to three times a day, is conducive to the health and comfort of the 
individual. Ingenious arguments are offered to convince the unbelieving 
of its salutary influence on the animaleconomy. Water, in its proper appli- 
cation to the body, in health or disease, we have always been willing to ad- 
mit is beneficial ; but when, from fashion or habit, its use in bathing is carried 
to the extent we have mentioned, without any regard to the condition of the 
‘individual or the season in which it is practised, we cannot concede that it 
is conducive to health, even if by its omission one feels uncomfortable. It is 
the argument of many, that its constant use is a great prophylactic; that 
mankind could, by its general adoption, be exempted from disease, and 
longevity be made certain. With all proper deference to the opinions of 
such individuals, we beg leave to differ from them. It is known to every 
individual that he has a skin, but a/Z do not know its functions. It is pre- 
sumed to have an important part only in covering the tissues beneath, in 
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protecting them from harm, &c. Beyond this, very few, except medical 
men, have any definite ideas, or take any interest. If it is said that the skin, 
in its healthy condition, is an auxiliary to the lungs in respiration, or the 
decarbonization of the blood, or that it is essential to the life and comfort of 
the individual to have it perform its functions in a healthy manner, such 
truths are not always believed. Nature has so constituted the animal, that 
each part is in harmony with every other, and upon any deviation from the 
usual function of any organ or tissue, the animal machine must necessarily 
suffer, and in proportion to the existing difficulty of the organ or tissue in- 
vaded. The oil which is secreted by the sebaceous glands of the skin, 
serves the purpose of lubricating its surface. Now if this secretion is con- 
stantly removed as fast as exuded, its destined object is thereby defeated. 
The excretory ducts of the perspiratory glands, and the glands themselves, 
require this unctuous matter of the skin to keep them in a healthy action. 
If very frequent bathing of the whole body is practised, it must be obvious 
that this matter cannot be long present to perform its office. As to the as- 
similation of functions of the skin and lungs, it will be apparent, that when 
the skin acts imperfectly, or ceases to act at all, the lungs have an extra 
amount of duty to perform; and it is generally in just such cases, that 
engorgement of thetn takes place, constituting inflammation, or pneumonia. 
It should therefore be our endeavor, to avoid any operation upon the © 
skin that will in the least impair its function. If it can be proved that 
a daily bath is not beneficial, but on the contrary injurious to the majority 
of those who use it, then it is time that it should be known and the 
practice dispensed with. We once knew a man who was convinced that 
the daily morning co!ld bath would add to his life a number of years. In 
a cold room, in mid winter, he used to break the zce to get at the water. 
The bath over, with cold bread and water for his breakfast (another favor- 
ite hobby of many), he rushed for a room where there was a fire, so that 
he might warm his poor, cold, cholera-looking frame. The man had not 
sense enough to know that all this was injurious to him, and, like the many 
of whom we complain, merely aided in such practices because it was 
fashionable and he had been told of its great benefits. It is one of the 
peculiar weaknesses of our nature to ride a hobby to death—to fall into 
extremes. We cannot be satisfied with a medium. If a certain something 
is beneficial, a greater amount must be better. In our opinion, once a week 
is often enough to bathe the whole body for the purpose of luxury or clean- 
liness. Beyond this, we consider bathing injurious. Flannel worn next 
to the skin at all seasons is proper, and is infinitely more healthful than all 
the daily baths now so fashionable. 


Massachusetts Physo-Medical Society.—This is one of the new societies 
lately formed by a sect who style themselves reformers in medical practice 
and teaching. In the Constitution of the Society, which we have seen, is 
mentioned the description of charges that would be sufficient to expel a 
member. The fifth one being so significant, we feel disposed to give them 
the benefit of its insertion in our pages. A member may be expelled, it 
seems, “ For having resort, in his practice, to general depletion. the use of 
mercury, arsenic, antimony, or any mineral or vegetable preparation which 
does not act in unison with the laws of nature”! By the by, how happens 
it that these reformers should make use of any language but plain English 
in their diplomas of membership? They who endeavor to build up new 
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doctrines, and who see so much in the regular practice that is reprehensible, 
should also avoid copying Constitutions or By-Laws from the very sect 
which it is their wish to put down, and to whom they are indebted for the 
little knowledge they possess. 


Mitchell’s Therapeutics.—* Materia Medica and Therapeutics, with am- 
ple illustrations of practice in all the departments of medical science, &c. 
&c. By Thomas D. Mitchell, A.M. M.D., Professor of Theory and 
Practice in the Philadelphia College of Medicine, &c. Philadelphia, 
Lippincott, Grambo & Co., publishers. Boston, Ticknor, Fields & Co.” 
We take much pleasure in noticing this able work of Dr. Mitchell, and 
can assure our readers it is one of the best works on Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics that has been published. It is written in a style that interests 
and instructs at the same time. The author, in his introduction, has given 
the reasons of a difference between the arrangement of his work and other 
works on the same subject. In speaking of superiority, he says, that if his 
work possesses any over others, it is from its practical character ; and then 
goes on to say, “ But there is still another point of difference between this 
and other books of materia medica and therapeutics, which some may not 
approve. I allude to the small amount of dry details on the natural, 
botanical and chemical history of articles to be found in this work. It has 
always appeared to me to be unnecessary, and actually uninstructive, to 
swell a volume to an inconvenient bulk by the statement of facts that not 
one in a thousand will take the trouble to read. I have, therefore, purpose- 
ly excluded a great deal that some have seemed to think essential to the 
structure of a treatise on this department of medical science, preferring to 
fill the pages with really useful, practical matter, of every-day interest in 
all parts of the country.” 


“ Spectacles, their Uses and Abuses.”—This work on “ ocular hygiene,” 
by J. Sichel, M.D., of the faculties of Berlin and Paris, Clinical Professor 
of Diseases of the Eye, &c. &c., has been translated from the French, by 

rmission of the author, by Henry W. Williams, M.D., Fellow of the 
Sassechnestin Medical Society, &c., and published in Boston by Phillips, 
Sampson & Co. It is the only treatise upon the subject that has ever ap- 
peared in this country. One would hardly suppose that so much could be 
written upon a subject that has always been considered of trifling impor- 
tance ; but on a careful perusal of its contents, the reader will perceive the 
true value of the observations and teachings of its author, Persons who 
have considered themselves fit subjects for the use of spectacles, have gen- 
erally never thought the matter of importance enough to consult others up- 
on the kind and quality they needed, save those from whom they purchased 
them. It is often the case that the itinerant vender of notions may have, 
among his assortinent, glasses, and from him, many are supplied. In large 
cities the optician may be better qualified to adjust them to the proper 
wants of the individual ; yet his system of adantation may be very imperfect, 
and no doubt often is very injudicious. That the optician, as well as others, 
may be better able to comprehend the wants of those who by their infirmity 
have to resort to artificial means to remedy defects in vision, the essay of 
Sichel has been published, and is most eminently qualified to fill that 
space in our medical literature which has been left blank until now. To 
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Dr. Williams, and his publishers, the profession, and all others interested 
in such matters, are under the greatest obligations for its chaste style, and 
the beautiful execution of its pages. We sincerely hope they may be fully 
remunerated for the expenses incurred, and that the profession will lend 
their aid in its recommendation. 


Execution of Dr. John W. Webster. —On Friday last, 30th ult., pur- 
suant to the executive warrant, Dr. John W. Webster suffered the ex- 
treme penalty of the law for the murder of Dr. George Parkman in No- 
vember last. The execution, as directed, took place within the precincts 
of the jail yard. From early dawn to 8 o’clock the workmen were busily 
engaged in preparing the instrument of death, and the sound of the ham- 
mer could be distinctly heard within the prisoner’s cell ; yet it is said that 
he ate, during the time, a hearty breakfast, and quietly smoked a cigar. 
At quarter before 8 he was visited in his cell by his spiritual adviser, the 
Rev. Dr. Putnam, who remained with him to the last. At quarter be- 
fore 9, the jailor and attendants of the prison, accompanied by the high 
sheriff, went in to take their final farewell of him, and it is said that the 
scene was truly affecting. When they left the prison, the tears could be 
seen coursing down their cheeks. Dr. Webster thanked them for their 
kind treatment of him during his incarceration, and said he hoped to 
meet them in another and a better world. At 9 o’clock, the religious ser- 
vices that are usually performed, on such occasions, took place in the arch 
of the prison, which was filled with the officers of the law, and those 
citizens who were requested to be present. Never did we witness sucha 
solemn scene ; there was the poor condemned. man on his knees, while 
the most fervent of prayers was addressed to the throne of God. Every eye 
was moistened, and the hearts of all throbbed with anguish for the fate of 
him who was about to suffer. At 94 procession was formed, headed by 
the sheriff and his deputies; then followed the condemned. in company 
with Dr. Putnam and an officer, the spectators bringing up the rear. The 
procession moved with funeral pace until it came to the foot of the stairs 
which led to the scaffold, when the high sheriff and three of hi& deputies 
mounted the steps, followed by the prisoner, officer and Dr. Putnam. Dr. 
Webster placed himself upon the drop immediately under the rope, the noose 
of which nearly touched his head. The high sheriff at once proceeded to 
read the warrant, during which time the spectators were uncovered, and 
Dr. Putnam was in earnest conversation with Dr. Webster. The warrant 
having been read, the prisoner was pinioned, the noose put around his neck, 
the cap drawn over his head, and at 25 minutes to 10 the fatal spring 
pressed, when the drop fell with its doleful sound, and he was thus launched 
into eternity. After being suspended half an hour, his body was lowered 
into the coffin beneath, which was immediately removed to the cell in the 

rison that was occupied by him when living; and thus ended the tragedy. 

here were some two hundred persons present, including the officers, to 
Witness the execution. Dr. Webster’s demeanor was characterized by the 
exhibition of much firmness throughout the trying scene; he did not falter 
in his step or movements, either on the march to the scaffold, or when upon 
it. He seemed perfectly resigned to his fate, and was as submissive as a 
lamb. Indeed, so much resignation and calmness are rarely shown under 
the painful circumstances of such a case. While the rope was being ad- 
justed around his neck, he held up his head, without being asked, that the 
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rope might be properly applied. His fall was from 7 to 9 feet; and with 
the exception of a little spasmodic movement immediately after, no other 
motion was observable, and it is supposed that he died at once, without any 
suffering. His remains were taken to the residence of his family in Cam- 
bridge on the same evening, the day of his execution having been kept 
secret from them till after the final scene. On Saturday morning, about 4 
o'clock, his body was carried privately to its last resting place in Mount 
Auburn. 

With respect to the justness of the sentence now executed, it is not at this 
time our purpose to speak; but as our views on the death penalty differ 
from those of the majority, we may be allowed to say that we hope it will 
be the last time there will be cause, in our commonwealth, to carry into 
execution such a dreadful sentence. During the last nine months the 
community has been in the greatest state of excitement consequent upon 
the murder of Dr. Parkman and the subsequent arrest, trial, and conviction 
of Dr. Webster ; in fact, the whole civilized world has taken a deep interest 
in it. 


Starling Medical College.—'T he annual announcement ofthe course of 
lectures of 1850-51, aud a catalogue of the graduates for the session 1849- 
50, have been received. This College is located at Columbus, Ohio, the 
Capital of the State, and affords good facilities for furnishing the student a 
complete medical education. We recognize, among the faculty, the names 
of several gentlemen well known to us, who possess the proper qualifications 
to advance the student of medicine in his researches. There were 52 gradu- 
ates at this institution the past year. 


Medical College of Ohio.—The annual announcement of lectures for the 
session of 1800-5], and the catalogue of the graduates of the last session, 
have been received. In it, is officially announced the appointment of Dr. 
John Bell to the chair of Theory and Practice of Medicine, which was 
made vacant by the resignation of Dr. Drake; also, that of Dr. T. O. Ed- 
wards to the chair of Materia Medica—both excellent appointments. 


Simulated Disease.—A strange case of this description has lately been 
detected in the Sussex County Hospital :—A woman, Hetay Ginn, aged 23, 
was brought before the weekly Hospital Board, charged with wilfully pro- 
ducing the disease for the cure of which she had applied to the hospital. 
The statement made against her was, that very numerous diseased patches 
of the skin. over nearly the whole of her body, limbs, and face, were the 
result of her own application to the parts of hydrochloric acid. Several 
patches were nearly as large as the palm of the hand; and they were in 
different stages, the recent ones being yet in a gangrenous condition, others 
(from which the sloughs had ieparetel were deep and troublesome ulcers, 
and many (the majority) had healed, but with Hotleuatna scars, and in 
some places to the injury and contraction of the adjacent sinews. The wo- 
man, after many denials and prevarications, at length admitted her guilt; 
and further, that she had been practising the deception for a period of 
nearly three years, four months of which she had spent in the Colchester 
Hospital, and nine weeks in University Hospital, London, without the 
imposture being discovered. While begging for mercy, she stated that she 
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had been induced so to act, in the hope of obtaining a better home than a 
workhouse. To the foregoing instance of fraud, which we abridge from 
the Essex Herald, we are enabled to add a few particulars :—When in 
University College Hospital, this person suffered, or at least complained of 
suffering, almost constantly from nausea, and she took little food—in fact, 
refused almost all of a solid kind. The case was at the time regarded 
as identical with those described by Sir B. Brodie, under the heading, 
« Peculiar Species of Dry Gangrene of the Skin,” in, his latest published 
work, viz., ‘Lectures Illustrative of various subjects in Pathology and 
Surgery.” (Page 302.) The foregoing circumstances were well calcu- 
lated to lull suspicion ; but a question now arises, as to whether the loath- 
ing of food was real, or only pretended, the better to carry out the decep- 
tion. Food might have been procured and eaten at night. The cases 
mentioned by Sir B. Brodie as having been observed by Mr. Keate and 
himself must, we apprehend, be placed in the same category as that above 
noticed, at least until some bona fide example of the same appearances, 
arising without a like cause, shall be placed on record.—Medical Times. 


Medical Miscellany.—We are requested to say that Prof. Silliman never 
gave his name nor any permission to use it in support of the claims of the 
Cherry Pectoral, and that in letters to Mr. Ayer he has protested against the 
unwarrantable liberty taken with him, as he never saw the certificate to 
which his name is attached until his attention was called to it by a medical 
friend.—On Thursday last, the trustees and other officers of the New York 
Medical College assembled to witness the ceremony of laying the corner 
stone of the new structure in the Thirteenth street, corner of Fourth 
avenue. —The Medical College, in North Grove street, Boston—the scene 
of the Parkman tragedy—closed to the public on Saturday last. During 
the time it has been opened for inspection, probably 150,000 persons have 
visited it.—In the medical department of the Memphis Institute, there has 
been erected a new professorship, called “ Cerebral Physiology, Medical 
Geology and Mineralogy,” W. B. Powell, M.D., occupying the chair.— 
Dr. S. Hanbury Smith has been appointed Superintendent of the Ohio 
Lunatic Asylum, in place Dr. Wm. M. Awl, resigned. 


To CoRRESPONDENTS.—Communications have been received from Drs. Beardsley, Finch and 
a — a ‘**”” is probably suffi¢iently attended to by a notice in the “Miscellany ” of to- 

ay’s Journal. 

The publisher is obliged to encroach for a few weeks upon the reading department of the Jour- 
nal, to make room for the advertisements of Medical Schools, and to allow the ‘‘ Contents ” to be 
placed in its proper place. It is intended that the space thus occupied shall not amount, at the 
most, to more than the extra pages which were given in No. 12 of the last volume, and that it shal] 
mostly comprise a succession of notices respecting medical institutions which will be found interest- 
ing when bound up in the volume. 


Dizp.—At Nashville, Tenn., 14th ult., Dr. George Troost, for a long period a Professor in the 
University of Nashville, and also for a number of years Geologist of the State of Tennessee. 


Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, Aug. 31st, 85.—Males, 48—females, 37, 
Abscess, 1—accidental, 1—apoplexy, 2—disease of the bowels, 16—disease of the brain, 1—eon- 
gestion of the brain, 1—consumption, 6—coavulsions, 3—cholera morbus, 2—canker, 1—child-bed, 
3—debility, 2—dysentery, 5—diarrhosa, 3—dropsy, 2—dropsy of the brain, 1—executed, 1— 
typhus fever, typhoid fever, 2—lung fever, 1=-brain fever, 2—hemor- 

age, l—infantile diseases, 8—disease of the liver, 1—marasmus, , l—old age, S— 
smallpox, l1—teething, 6—disease of the throat, 1—tumor, 1. 

Under 5 years, 47—between 5 and 20 years, 7—between 20 and 40 years, 13—between 40 
and 60 years, 13—over 60 years, 5. Americans, 34; foreigners and children of foreigners, 51. 

Corresponding week last year, 236 deaths, including 94 by cholera. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


OYLSTON MEDICAL PRIZE QUESTIONS.— 
The Boylston oo Committee, appointed by 
e Corporation of University, consists of 
the following ian 
Joun C. WaRREN, D. WALTER CHANNING, M.D. 
row M.D. D.H. Srorer, M. 
G. C. SHAT ruck, M.D. Fay. REYNOLDS, M.D. 
J. B.S. Jackson, M.D. J. Mason M.D. 
OHN JEFFRIES, M.D., Se 


At the meeting of the on Wed- 
nesday, Aug. 7, 1850, a premium of ry dollars, or a 
old model ot that value, Was award . WILLIS 
“ISHER, M.D., of the city of New York, for the best 
dissertation on the following subject 
“* What is the value of the Alicrowcope in in detecting 
pathological changes in the human boc 
ora on the 
n Cerebral 


The Soliowing are hte Questions for 1851 : 

1. A comparison between the present (1349) and 
the former invasion of ee holera. 

2. How far are the diseases of the Larynx remedia- 
ble by surgical treatment ? 


a following subjects are proposed for the year 


i. On the diseases of the Prostate Gland. 

2, Original researches with the Fone” illustra- 
tive of Anatomy, Physiology, or Patholog 

issertations on any of these subjects. be 
transinitted, post-paid, to Jonn C. War » M.D., 
Boston, ou or betore the first Wednesday of! April of 
the respective years. 

of the best considered 

rize, on either of the above uestions, 
will be entit ed toa premium of Bixty Dollars, or a 
gold medal of that value, at his opti 

Each dissertation must be accom panied bya sealed 
packet on which shall written some device or 
sentence, and within shall the author's 

and residence. The sa or sentence 
is to be written on the ainertetienh to which the 
is attached. 

All unsuccessful dissertations are with 
the Secretary, from whom they ma obt Piss 
with the sealed packet unopened, S called for within 
one year after they have been recei 

By an order adopted in 1826, the ‘anion tary was di- 
rected to publish annually the "following votes :— 

. ‘That the Board do not consider themselves as 
approving the doctrines contained in an of the dis- 
sertations premiums may : 

a case of the pate ation of a successful 
Gieeitation, “the author be considered as bound to 
print the above vote in connection there 


with. 
FFRIES, Secretary 
Boston, Aug. 17, 1850. 21.—6t 


HE NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE—Ses- 
sion 1850, will commence its Course of Lectures 
a the first Monday of November next. 


ORACE Green, M.D., Prof. of the Theory and 
of Medicine 
ABRAHAM Cox, M.D Prot of rok of Mi 
B. ForpycE Banker, M idwifery 
Diseases of Women and Mshildnn 
Joun H. Wuitraker, M.D., wen of Anato tomy. 
Epw :rp HaMILTon Davis, M.D., Prof. of Mate- 
Medica ane Pharmac 


Oapen Doremus, M. Prof. of Chemistry. 
-. Braunpice, M.D., Demonstrator of Ana- 


to 
aNnDER B. Mort, M.D., Prosector of Surgery. 


R.. College edifice, unsurpassed for architectural 
booety an and adaptation to its purposes, will be com- 
p leted by the first of October. An inspection of o 
uilding and its arrangements now in —— w 
satisfy gentlemen engaged in the study siisine 
that ne better devised or ampler sooviaiens could be 
made to facilitate their pursuits to promote their 
comfort, than are here fur ‘ e capacious 
anatomical rooms and theatre, the well-arranged la- 
beautiful and convenient will 


within one eid yards of 
Place, midway between the “New York Ibepial and a 

Bellevue Hospital, at a convenient distance 
tye and Ear Infirmary and the various Dispe reall = 
of the city, which are all accessible to the vemaente. 
In addition to the hospital advantages of the College, 
students will have an o pertenity of studying disease 

rac monly | in three w eek! ly cliniques, one by the 

ery and eg pon by the Profes- 


ractice Diseases 
Women Theory Children by the | Professor of that De- 
partment. 
Aug 7—tOctli 


OLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SUR us 
GEONS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
TATE OF NEW YORK.—The Fort Fou th Bee. 
sion of the College will be commence 
14th of October, 1850, and continued until 
851 (Commencement day). 
ALEXANDER H. Stevens, M.D., LL.D., President 
of the College, and Emeritus Prot. of Clinical Sur 


sEPH M. Smitn, M.D. f. of the Theory and 
Practice of Medicine and afro Medicine. 
OHN B. » Prof. of Materia Medica and 
Medical J urisprudence. 
Joun Torrey, M.D., LL.D., Prof. of Botany and 
Chemistry 
Rosaat Watts, Jr. M.D., Prof. of Anatom 
WILLARD PARKER, D., Prof. of the Principles 
and Practice of Surger 
CHANDLER AN, M.D., Prof. of Obstetrics 
and — Diseases of Women and Ch ildren. 
nzO Ciark, M.D., Prof. of Physiology and 
Pathology dneluding Microscopy). 
—" RLES E. Isaacs, M.D., Demonstrator of Ana- 


"Foes. —Matriculation Fee, $5; fees for the full 
course Lectures, $94 ; Demonstrator’s &5; 
Graduation fee, $25 ; board e 


» averag per week. 

Clinical Instruction is given at the New-York 

Hospital daily, by the Medical Officers (Prof. Smith 
being one of thein), fee eight dollars per annum ; at 
the Bellevue Hospital twice a week, without "fee 
(Profs. Parker and Clark belonging to the Medical 
without fee ; and u 
ents are annually exhibited to the 
class in the College cong on Obstetrical cases a 
subjects for di 
the res 
Annual 
of the Sessi 
nation on the seco 
of study, including two ull of 
the ast of which must have been attended 
in this College, and the presentation of a Thesis on 
some subject connected with medical science. 

In addition to the regular Course, and not inter- 
ng with it, a Course of Lectures wil] be com 
menced on Mond and 

until the 14th Oc 
is course will be free. 
R. WATTS, JR., M.D., 


Se oy to the Faculty. 
Coll. of Physicians and Surgeons, m% 
67 Crosby st. N. York. July 24—tN1. 


d ‘Tuesday 


for *51 be conmene: 
850. The General Intro- 
given by Bred, JAMES McCLINTOCK. 


JAMES M. "Principles and Prac- 
tice of Su 


rg 
Soen VANDYKE, M.D., Materia Medica and Ge- 


neral 

Tu Mircuett, M.D., Theory and Prac- 
tice of Medici 

JAMES M.D., Institutes of Medicine, and 


J 
RA 8. MI D., Medical Chemistry. 
Anato 
. A. Ficka Obstetrics, and Diseases 
of Women. and Childre 
Fee the Course, &84. Matriculation, 
rad on, on, $30. ~y ose W 


once 
have at tenc 


e fee f reapective e tickets may be paid to 
each the Faculty, or the whole 
may be paid to the Dean, who will issue a certi 
ue wi will entitle the student to the ticket of aan 


2 Course, for 1851, will commence about 
1851. ill 


The ‘Sprin 
the 15th of Mare be conferred 
the Léth of July, 185 
For further infriation nq MD. 
0. leventh 
_ Philadelphia, June 18, 1850. ug 21—6t 
MANGANESE, Syr. lod. Manga- 
? nese—n W preparations, and other salts of 
nnganese, and for sale by 
FTON Chemists and 
Druggists, 1460 Washington st., Boston. M 6—t* 


PHULADELP E OF MEDIC 
. Fifth Street 
Course of Lectur 
ed on Monday, O 
ductory will be 
Degrees will be conierred early ch. 
: issecting Ticket, $10. Perpetual ticket, $150. 
Full course candidates for graduation will be fur- 
nished with the Pennsylvama Hospital ticket with- ’ 


